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National

November is

Adoption Month, a time to
raise awareness about the
adoption of children and
youth from foster care. This
year's initiative focuses on
building capacity of adoption
professionals to recruit and
retain parents for the 107,000
children and youth waiting
for permanent families in the
U.S. foster care system.

The 201 theme for National

Adoption Month is Build
Capacity to Make Lasting
Change. The National
Adoption  Month initiative

supports the national adop-
tion recruitment campaign
and public service announce-
ments produced in partner-
ship with the Ad Council,
AdoptUsKids, the

Children's Bureau. This year's

and

campaign is targeted toward
the recruitment of families for

preteens (8-12 year olds).

The first
promote awareness

effort to
of the
need for adoptive families for

major

children in foster care occurred
in Massachusetts in 1976, when
Michael  Dukakis
announced an Adoption Week.

Governor

The idea grew in popularity
and spread nationwide. In 1984,
President Reagan proclaimed
the first National
Week,
President Clinton, the week

Adoption

and in 1995, under

was expanded to the entire

month of November.

Every November, a Presidential
Proclamation launches

activities and celebrations to

help build awareness of
adoption throughout the
nation. Thousands of

community organizations

arrange and host programs,

events, and activities to share

positive adoption stories,
challenge the myths, and draw
attention to the thousands of
children in foster care who are

waiting for permanent fami-

lies.
So consider making a
difference in a child’s life;

consider adopting a waiting
child.
For information

more on

National Adoption Awareness
log
www.childwelfare.gov/

month, onto:

adoption/nam/index.cfm.

To view an Awareness poster in

English log onto:

www.childwelfare.gov/

adoption/nam/

nam_poster_english.pdf

To view an Awareness poster in

Spanish log onto:

www.childwelfare.gov/

adoption/nam/

nam_poster_spanish.pdf


http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/index.cfm
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/index.cfm
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/nam_poster_english.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/nam_poster_english.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/nam_poster_english.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/nam_poster_spanish.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/nam_poster_spanish.pdf
http://www.childwelfare.gov/adoption/nam/nam_poster_spanish.pdf
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SOME OF NJ’s

ANGELS:

Stephanie Berry

Robert Berry

Family Services Network, Inc

ANGELS IN ADOPTION AWARDS

NEW JERSEYO AGELSO EEDOGNIZED

The Congressional Coalition
on Adoption Institute’s (CCAI)
Angels in Adoption™ Program
provides Members of Congress
the opportunity to honor an
individual, couple, or organiza-
tion from their district that has
made an extraordinary contri-
behalf of
in need of homes.

bution on
children
These heroes hail from all 5o
states, the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico and represent
the wide spectrum of individu-
als involved in the adoption
and foster care process. Since
the program’s inception in
1999, over 1,700 Angels have
received this honor. CCAI also
honors a select number of Na-
tional Angels in Adoption™. On
October 3-5", these unsung
heroes traveled to Washington
DC to participate in three days
of events designed to train
them in using their personal
experience to affect change on
behalf of children in need of
homes and to celebrate their
hard work and dedication to
the issue. Many met their NJ
Congressman as well. Please
meet our angels:

Stephanie and Robert Berry

Representative
Christopher H. Smith

Stephanie and Robert Berry
have fostered 14 children and
adopted their first child last
year. They are in the process of

adopting two more children, a
brother and sister who have
been in their care as foster chil-
dren. Friends, neighbors, and
community leaders report that
they are loving parents who go
above and beyond to make sure
that the children they are
caring for have everything they
need, both physically and
emotionally. They also report
that the love that the Berrys
have for the numerous children
they have cared for is reflected
in the that
these children demonstrate

improvements

while in their care. The Berrys
have fostered many children
with medical and emotional
needs, and have advocated for
a loving environment and
access to all the resources nec-
essary to help these children
grow and develop. They are
also sure to involve the children
in many extracurricular activi-
ties and educational programs
to allow them to make friends
and take part in the kinds of
fun that all children should
have access to, but are sadly
sometimes denied. Stephanie
has spoken at Division of Youth
and Family Services events in
New Jersey and has also served
as a foster parent co-trainer to
help train and license new fos-
ter parents. The Berrys are
about

passionate helping

children who come from

broken places find happiness
and love in their home.

Harvest of Hope

Representative Frank Pallone

The CEO and founder of
Community Development
Corp.’s Harvest of Hope,
Reverend Soaries, continues to
improve the lives of many in
the community. Founded in
1996 and utilizing a network of
churches throughout the state,
Harvest of Hope works to find
safe, loving homes for children
in need. The organization has
built a successful program to
recruit and train foster and
adoptive parents. Since 1986,
285 families have been
approved as foster parents,
allowing for 490 children to be
placed in their homes. In
addition,

adopted nearly 200 children.

134 families have
Also, approximately 6o chil-
dren have been reunified with
their
other relatives. The organiza-

biological parents or
tion works with the families on
an ongoing basis to help en-
sure successful  placement,
hosting regular support groups
and celebrations. Harvest of
Hope provides tremendously
needed community service to
the children of New Jersey in
need of placement. Through its
unique work with partnering
churches, a successful program
has developed and improved
the lives of the children it

Serves.


http://www.ccainstitute.org
http://www.ccainstitute.org
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Christine Letizia
Senator Robert Menendez

Christine is the co-founder of A
Loving Choice Adoption
Associates, where she currently
serves as director of social work.
As the proud mother of two sons
and an adopted daughter, she
has the unique ability of speak-
ing from experience and under-
standing both the needs of birth
mothers and potential adoptive
parents. Christine is the first
person on the scene when a
birth mother wants to make an
adoption plan for her baby, and
she will open her home to these
babies and care for the newborn
if an adoptive family cannot be
found right away. She has the
uncanny ability to relate to all
parties involved and goes be-
yond her duties at the agency,
speaking publicly at churches,
universities and adoption fo-
rums about the adoption proc-
ess. Christine has made such an
incredible impact on the lives of
both the birth mothers and
adoptive parents she
worked with that her hard work
and dedication

has

cannot go

unnoticed. Her sincere

compassion and dedication,
both as an adoptive parent and
in the adoption field, are what
make Christine an exemplary

Angel in Adoption™.

Kathleen Strakosch Walz

Representative Rodney

Frelinghuysen

Kathleen Strakosch Walz
displays a passion for adoption
and adoption-related issues.
While most adoptive parents
are deeply interested in the
issues and concerns relating to
the process of adopting their
child, Kathleen has
developed an understanding

own

of adoption across countless

families and adoption
professionals. She read books,
attended

joined parent

conferences and
support
organizations even before she
and her husband initiated
their international adoption.
She
numerous families
with  the

which she completed her own

has helped mentor
working
agency through
adoption: answering ques-
tions, providing support and
acting as a resource to families
as they navigated their own
Kathleen

has taken on leadership roles

adoption journeys.

in  Concerned Persons for
Adoption (CPFA), a non-profit
volunteer organization in New
Jersey dedicated to the belief
that every child deserves a
family, serving as the presi-
dent, adoption book group
leader and, most significantly,
as the coordinator of its an-

nual "let's Talk Adoption”

Conference, which s

co-sponsored by Rutgers

University.

Although Kathleen has a
demanding full-time job as
New Jersey's Natural Heritage
Program Ecologist, she has
been a tireless volunteer and
is a hard-working advocate for
adopted children and their
families.

For more information on the
Angels in Adoption program,
please log onto:
www.angelsinadoption.org.

Do you know someone who
may be a great candidate to
nominate as an Angel in 2012?
log onto the Angels in
Adoption website to find out

all the details.

Congratulations again to all
the Angels in NJ and around
the United States! We wish

you all continued success!

SOME OF NJ’s

ANGELS:

Christine Letizia

Kathleen Strakosch Walz
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DIiD YOU KNOW?

History of National
Adoption Day

National Adoption
Month roots can be traced
back more than 30 years.
In 1976, the governor of
Massachusetts first pro-
claimed Adoption Week
and, later that year, Presi-
dent Gerald Ford made it

official nationally. The
number of States proclaim
ing the observance of
Adoption Week in No-
vember grew, and in 1990,
National Adoption Week
became National
Adoption Awareness
Month.

N ATIONAL ADOPTION DAY
N ovEMBER 19, 2011

National Adoption Day is a
national day of celebration of
adoptive families and an
opportunity for courts to
open their doors and finalize
the adoptions of children
from foster care. Since 2000,
more than 35,000 children
have had their adoptions
National

finalized on

Adoption Day.
On

November 19, 201,

adoption advocates, policy-

makers, judges and
volunteers will come
together and celebrate

adoption in communities
large and small across the

nation.

In New Jersey, several of the

county court houses will

finalize state and private
adoptions and celebrate in
becoming “forever families.”
The Division of Youth and
Family Services (DYFS) works
closely with the Court Advo-
cates and attorneys to finalize
this

these adoptions on

special day.

In New Jersey the towns
celebrating include:
Belvedere, Camden, Cherry
Hill, Elizabeth, Freehold, Hack-
Mount

Brunswick,

ensack, Morristown,
Holly, New

Newton, Voorhees and

Newark being the largest.

While the number of children
in foster care has significantly
the

number of years, the rate of

decreased over past

adoptions has remained high.

In New Jersey, on average
children wait in foster care for
just under three years before
securing a permanent home.
However, for siblings, children
with
adolescents, the wait can be

special needs and

longer.*

So consider opening up your
heart and home to a waiting
child.
For more information on
National Adoption Day, go to

www.nationaladoptionday.org.

check
National Adoption Day on Face
book.

You can also out

*http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/

news/photos/
DCFENewsletter_Oct2011.pdf.

DYFS FEATURED CHILD : KHALIL

Khalil
Born January 1993


http://www.nationaladoptionday.org/
http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/news/photos/DCFENewsletter_Oct2011.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/news/photos/DCFENewsletter_Oct2011.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dcf/news/photos/DCFENewsletter_Oct2011.pdf

